
 

At our centre your child will learn skills that will consolidate and build on what they have already 
learned at home. 

What will my child learn? 

Early learning education will help your child develop into a positive, confident and capable individual, 
and form a strong foundation for later learning. Your child will learn how to: 

• form friendships 

• play and explore 

• be courageous and try new things 

• ask questions and have a say 

• meet people outside their whānau 

• learn to relate well to other children in a group 

• sing, dance, and play games 

• think and solve problems 

• take turns, negotiate, and share 

• understand their own feelings and those of others 

• learn about disagreements and how to manage these 

• learn about words, numbers, and how things work 

• have conversations with children and adults 

• begin to understand and make sense of the world around them. 

Te Whāriki – the early learning curriculum 

Te Whāriki sets out the curriculum to be used in New Zealand early learning settings and provides 
guidance for its implementation. We use implement the Te Ara Whānui framework. 

Te Whāriki links with the New Zealand Curriculum (primary school curriculum) so that children are 
better supported as they transition from one learning environment to another. 

Te Whāriki interprets curriculum broadly, taking it to include all the experiences, activities and events, 
both direct and indirect that occur within the early learning setting. It provides a framework of 
principles, strands, goals and learning outcomes that prioritises the mana of the child and 
emphasises respectful, reciprocal and responsive relationships. This framework provides a basis for 
each setting to ‘weave’ a local curriculum that reflects its own distinctive character and values. 

The woven mat 

Te Whāriki means ‘the woven mat’. At Kidlywinks we use the curriculum’s principles and strands to 
weave a learning programme for your child. Your child’s strengths and interests, all the things they 
learn as part of their family, and our centres learning opportunities are woven together to contribute to 
your child’s unique learning story. 

What your child will learn at Kidlywinks 



 

This story forms the beginning of your child’s early learning journey, to share with your family and 
whānau, other early learning services and eventually school/kura. Our centre will record and 
communicate your child’s learning story with you in different ways. 

Aspirations for your child 

Te Whāriki is based on the aspirations that children grow up: 

• as competent and confident learners 
and communicators 

• healthy in mind, body and spirit 

• secure in their sense of belonging 

• secure in the knowledge that they 
make a valued contribution to society. 

The curriculum framework 

Te Whāriki’s broad principles 

The 4 broad principles of Te Whāriki are: 

Empowerment – children will be empowered to learn and grow. 
Holistic development – children learn and grow in a holistic way. Their intellectual, social, cultural, 
physical, emotional and spiritual learning is interwoven across all their experiences. 
Family, whānau and community – a child’s family, whānau and community are recognised as part of 
the learning experience. 
Relationships – children learn through positive relationships with people, places and things. 

Five learning strands 

Te Whāriki’s four principles are interwoven with these learning areas: 

• Mana atua – wellbeing 

• Mana tangata – contribution 

• Mana whenua – belonging 

• Mana reo – communication 

• Mana aotūroa – exploration 

Teachers, kaiako and educators working together 

Because learning happens everywhere and all the time, the connections your child makes about their 
learning between home and Kidlywinks helps them build strong learning foundations. 

When our kaiako work together we can help your child learn how to: 

• determine local priorities 

• design quality learning programmes 

• make links across time and place 



 

• develop different kinds of relationships 

• see different points of view. 

These experiences enrich your child’s life and gives them the knowledge, skills and confidence they 
need to tackle new challenges. All the everyday things you do at home with your child helps their 
learning and can be linked to the principles and strands of Te Whāriki. 

Further information  

Read or download a copy of Te Whāriki on the Ministry of Education website or ask us to look at a 
printed copy. 

How is my child’s progress measured and reported to me? 

Your child learns so much while they are in our care and it's exciting for parents and carers see and 
hear how they are progressing. 

Kidlywinks records your child’s progress with a series of photos, learning stories and samples of work. 

You’ll also talk regularly about your child’s progress with the teachers to help them plan your child’s 
learning. When your child moves on to school, or onto another early learning service you’ll be given 
their learning record. 

Sharing your child’s learning with you 

All early learning services and kōhanga reo collect examples of children’s work and play and write 
regular observations about what each child has been learning.  All this is kept together in a book, 
called a profile book, and online using StoryPark to be shared with you. You can also provide photos 
and stories from home to share and include in your child's book. 

Keep up-to-date with your child’s learning 

You can support your child’s learning by regularly: 

• talking to your child’s teachers 

• looking at your child’s learning stories and other information our teachers are collecting 

• Sharing your child's book with your child and talking with them about the stories and 
experiences in it. 

 

https://education.govt.nz/early-childhood/teaching-and-learning/te-whariki/

